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Getting Your Child to Use His Words

Many toddlers and aven preschoclars are reluctant to tall. . .aven though thay can.
There are many different rersons why this happens. Most often, children haa
leernad lots and kots of words, but thay =are still learning howr to put those words

topether (the underdying grammer of the languegs, which we take for granted).

Sometimes there are more serious remsons why children aren't talking, including
speech and language disordars and behavioral disorders. [f you are at all con-
camed, it is important to have wour child eveluated by 2 speech and languege pa-
thologist. Early inbervention iz alaays bether than waiting to “sae what happens.”
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You should keep talking. The more your child hears you using languege, the
better. Read to your child == often s possible. Resaarch sugmests that children who
hesr lots of stories read whan they are young heve eedlier langusge development

as wall &z sardy academic success.

Sing with your child. This is a fun way to infroduce new words. Interadtive
songs, like the Ity Bitsy Spidar, are bast.

Dion't use baby tall, but rather talk to your child in reqular sentences wsing
vocebulary they can undarstand.

Ask your child lots questions, parbiculardy guestions that invohee a dacision they
have to meke. For example: “What kind of cereal do you want® Ostmeal or Chearios?

Show your child lots of photographs and pictures. Ask him questions about
what he sees.

Use gestures to “cue” your child to use certain phrases. For exampla,
whan my cldest daughter forgot to say “please.” [ would hold up one finger and
sha would immediately remembar to use this important word. [t saved ma the
trouble of comstantly reminding her that she needed fo be polite.
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